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The New Life of Virginea : declaring the former svecesse 
and present estate of that plantation, being the second 
part of Nova Britannia. Published by the authoritie 
of his Maiesties Counsell of Virginea. London, im- 
printed by Felix Kyngstonfor William Welby, dwelling 
at the signe of the Swan in Pauls Churchyard, 1612. 

This little work to encourage the publick and private 
adventurers, in the plans for colonizing Virginia, was written 
about the time of Captain Argo'l's voyage. It is dedicated 
to the Treasurer of the Company, who had the principal 
Management of the undertaking at first, but who afterwards 
caused them so much trouble ; and whose conduct about 
his accounts, threw doubts at least, on his integrity. An 
extract from the dedication will give a good idea of the 
design and style of the book. 

' To the right worshipfvl and worthie knight Sir Thomas 
♦Smith of London, Gouernour of the Moscouia and East 
* Indie Companies, one of his Maiesties Counsell for Vir- 
'ginea, and Treasurer for the Colony : Peace and health in 
« Christ. 

' It is come to passe (right VVorshipfull) with the busi* 
''nesse and plantation of Virginea, as it is commonly seene 
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in the attempt and progresse of all other most excellent 
things, (which is) to be accompanied with manifold diffi- 
culties, crosses and disasters being such as ace appointed 
by the highest prouidence, as an exercise of patience 
and other vertues, and to make more wise thereby the 
managers thereof : by which occasion not only the ignorant 
and simple minded are much discouraged, but the mali- 
tious and looser sort (being accompanied with the licen- 
tious vaine of stage Poets) haue wet their tongues with 
scornful taunts against the action it selfe, in so'much as 
there is no common speech nor publike name of any thing 
this day, (except it be the name of God) which is more 
vildly depraued, traduced, and derided by such unhallow- 
ed lips, then the name of Virginea. For which cause 
(right noble Knight) J haue set my self to publish this 
briefe apollogie to the sight and view of all men, not to 
answer any such in their particular folly, but to free the 
name it selfe from the iniurious scoffer, and this com- 
mendable enterprise from the scorne and derision of any 
such, as by ignorance or malice haue sought the way to 
wrong it. Which albeit J am well assured will no way 
auaile to admonish or amend the incorrigible ktosenes of 
such vntamed tongues, yet shall I hold mine endeuours 
well acquited, if J may but free your selfe, and so many 
right noble, and well affected gentlemen, (touching the 
former ill successe) from wrongfull imputation, as also 
satisfie the despairing thoughts, and quicken the zeale of 
such friends and louers to this businesse, as in their remote 
and forraine residence, by the spreading of rumours and 
false reports, doe rest vnsatisfied. Wherein (as J hope) 
not to exceed the bounds of modestie and truth, so for or- 
der's sake J have set it downe in a briefe method of three 
parts. The first is nothing else but a briefe relating of 
things alreadie done and past : The second, of the pre- 
sent estate of the businesse : And the third doth tend as 
a premonition to the planters and aduenturers for the time 
to come.' 
It is a sufficient proof of bad management, that with such 

a soil and climate as Virginia possesses, the early settlers 

were for so many years exposed to famine. 

• And for the last and maine obiection of food, it cannot 

' be denied by any one of reason, but with their now dili- 

' gent planting and sowing of corne (whereof they haue two 
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' haruests in a sommer) the plentifull fishing there, the store 
' of fowles and fruits of the earth, their present prouision 
4 sent from hence at euery shipping, together with the 

* speedy increase of those sundrie sorts of tame Poultry, 
' Conies, Goats, Swine and Kine landed there aboue a yere 
4 agoe with Sir Thomas Dale, and since againe by Sir 
4 Thomas Gates, that this objection too, this maine obiec- 
' tion of wanting food is vtterly remooued : so that I can* 
4 not see, nor any man else can iudge in truth, but that ill 
4 and odious wound of Virginea, which settled so deepe a 
4 scarre in the mindes of many, is so sufficiently recouered, 
4 as it may now encourage not such alone (as heretofore) 
'which cannot Hue at home, nor lay their bones to labour, 
4 but those of honest minds and better sort, which get their 
' bread but meanly heere, may seek to mend it there. Cap- 
4 tain Samuel Argoll, a Gentleman of good seruice, is readie 
' with two ships.' 

The religious prejudices of the writer constantly appear, 
and bigotry, either for or against popery, was one of the 
most universal motives to all undertakings. One or two 
extracts are subjoined. 

4 Your first conflict is from your sauage enemies the 
'natiues of the Countrie, who as you know are neither 
' strong nor many ; their strongest forces are sleights 
4 and trecherie more to bee warily preuented then 
4 much to be feared. But as for those your other 
4 friends, which challenge it all as theirs by deed of 

* gift, not from Alexander the Great King of Macedonia, 
4 but from Alexander of Borne, Viceroy of that great Prince, 
4 which offered at once the whole world to haue himselfe 
4 adored, which (as is said) doe brute it out in all mens 
4 eares to pull you out of possession ; you know they are but 
4 men, and such as your selues can well remember, that in 
4 all attempts against our late Soueraigne, God defeated 
4 their purposes, and brought them to nothing. But how- 
4 soeuer it fared then, (God in mercy shielding that gratious 
4 Queene, that no attempt could touch her little finger, nor 
4 worke her least dishonour) yet I am no Prophet to 
4 warrant now, but God (for causes knowne to him) may 
4 giue you as a prey into the hands of the weakest, yet 
4 herein rest assured, and it cannot possiblie bee otherwise, 
4 but that the zeale of this action hath discouered such and 
' so many worthie spirits of all degrees in England to be 
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* vpholders of it, as for their credits sake and reputation, 
'will neuer leaue you without conuenient meanes to make 
' defence, nor your least indignitie by sauage foes or ciuill 
' friends will suffer vnrequited. There is laid vpon you in 
' this worke a threefold labour to be done vpon your selues, 
'vpon your English, and vpon the poore Indians. And 
' first vpon your selues ; for all mens eares and eyes are so 
' fixed vpon Kings and Rulers, that they keepe a register 
' in minde of what euer they doe or speake, the better sort 
' of loue to imitate their goodnes, and the looser sort of 
' flatterie to applaud their wickedness and soothe them in 
' their vices : when your wholesom lawes shal haue no exe- 
' c ui ion, when you shall publish and pretend for the honour 
' of God, and good of the publike weale, and yet shall care 
'for neither of both, but be loose in your own course, of life, 
'giuing way (o ambition, idlenesse, and all \nbridled appe- 

* tite, to your tongues in swearing, to your bodies in vn* 
'chastity, making your owne Courts and houses cages of 

* proud, vncleane and all disordered persons, enforcing the 
' good to pine away with grief, and aduancing men of bad 
•deserts, accounting it happie to doe what you list, wbeh 
' no man dates reproueyou ; miserie and confusion will be 
' the end of this, and you shal leaue for your monuments 

* shame and dishonour behinde you to all posteritie.' 

' The next is dutie towards your Colonie (the common 
' sort of English) and that in few words, let them Hue as 
'free English men, vnder the gouernment of iust and equall 
' lawes, and not as slaues after the will and lust of any supe- 
' riour : discourage them not in growing religious, nor in 

* gathering riches, two especiall bonds (whether seured or 
' conioyned) to keepe them in obedience, ihe one for con- 
' science sake, the other for feare of losing what they haue 
' gotten : without the first they are prophane, without the se- 
' cond desperate, and apt for euery factious plot to bee instru- 
' ments of mischiefe. Such haue alwaies bin the beggarly, 
' ignorant and superstitious sort of Irish, and no better were 
'we our English (and Scottish nation too) euer vnquiet, 
' neuer constant, readie for insurrections and murther, to 
' depose their Kings, and maintaine rebellion, before the 
' daies of that renowned Deborah our late Soueraigne, that 

• shining starre, the splendour of whose brightnesse, dark- 
'ned the glorie of all other Princes in her time (as euen po- 

* pish historians of sundrie forraine Nations tearme her) 
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* who brought vs to that light, whereby wee Hue as men of 

* knowledge in due subiection, enioying honour, peace and 
'wealth, the handmaids of religion.' 

' And if any man aske, what benefit can this plantation 

* be to them that be no Aduenturers therein, but only in the 
' Lottery ? First, we say, (setting aside their possibilitie of 
' prize) what man so simple that doth not see the necessitie 

* of employment for our multitude of people ? which though 
' they be our florishing fruits of peace and health, jet be 
' they no longer good and holesome in themselues, then ei* 
' ther our domesticke or forraine actions can make them 
'profitable, or not hurtful! to the Commonwealth. 

' And as it is vnpossible without this course of sending 

* out the ofspring of our families, in so great a bodie of ma- 
' ny millions, which yeerely doe increase amongst vs, to 
'preuent their manifold diseases of pouertie, corruption of 

* minde, and pestilent infection, so the burthen thereof in 
' some proportion is felt by euery man in his priuate calling, 

* either in the taxe of their maintenance and daily reliefe, or 
'in the taint of their vices and bodily plagues. And by 
' this meanes only it may soone be eased, to the sensible 
'good of euery man, as in the greater safetie and freedom 
' from infection, so in the price and plentie of all outward 
' and necessarie things. 

' And besides the example of our neighbour countries, 

* (that hauing laid their armes aside, and dwelling now in 

* peace, to shunne the harmes of idlenesse at home, doe send 
' out fleetes and hosts of men to seeke abroad) experience 

* teacheth vs, what need we haue to seeke some world of 

* new employment, for so great a part of our strength, which 
' not otherwise knowing how to Hue, doe daily runne out to 

* robberies at home, and piracies abroad, arming and seruing 
' with Turkes and Infidels against Christians, to the generall 
' damage and spoile of Merchants, the scandal! of our na- 
'tion, and reproch of Christian name. As also for the 
'wits of England, whereof so many of vnsetled braines be- 

* take themselues to plots and stratagems at home, or else 

* to wander from coast to coast, from England to Spaine, to 
' Jtaly, to Rome, and to wheresoeuer they may learne and 
'practise any thing else but goodnesse, pulling a world of 
' temptations vpon their bad dispositions, sorting so farre 
'with that inchanting sorts of serpents, and yeelding to their 
'lure, till getting the marke and stampe in their forehead. 
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'they become desperate and despitefull fugitiues abroad, or 
' else returning neutrals in religion, are neuer good for 
' Church nor Commonwealth. 

* Let the words of that learned Master Ascham witnesse 
'in this case, who aboue twentie yeeres agone, hailing farre 
' lesse cause of complaint then wee haue now, did publish 
' his censure of those English Italionate trauellers in these 
' words : For religion, they get Papistrie, or worse : for 
' learning, lesse commonly then they carried out : for poli- 
' cie, a factious heart, a discoursing head, a minde to 
' meddle in all mens matters : for experience, plenty of 
'new mischief es, neuer knowne in England before : for 
' manners, varietie of vanities, and change of filthie li- 
' uing. These be the inchantments of Circes, brought ouH 
' of Italic to marre English mens manners, much by ex- 
1 ample of ill life, but more by precepts of fond bookes of 
' late translated out of Italian into English, sold in euerif 
'shop in London, commended by honest titles, the sooner 
' to corrupt honest manners, dedicated ouer boldly to ver- 
' tuous and honorable personages, the easier to beguile 
'simple and innocent wits. Tenne Sermons at Pauls 
' Crosse doe not so much good for mouing men to true 
' doctrine, as one of those bookes doe harme with inticing 
' men to ill lining : yea, I say further, those bookes tend 
'not so much to corupt honest lining, as they do to subuert 
' true religion; more Papistes are made by the merrie 
' bookes of Italie, then by the earnest books of Louaine.' 



A Trve Declaration of the estate of the Colonie in Virginia, 
with a confutation of such scandalous reports as ham tend- 
ed to the disgrace of so worthy an enterprise. Published 
by aduise and direction of the Councell of Virginia. 
London, printed for William Barret, and are to be 
sold at the blacke Beare in Pauls Church-yard. 1610. 

This work is a very earnest defence of the design 6f 
colonizing Virginia. It was composed at a time when many 
urged its abandonment. Some accidents, particularly the 
shipwreck of Sir Thomas Gates, and Sir George Somers 
on the Island of Bermuda had produced a discouraging 
effect. The immoral and shiftless character of those who 
were first sent out as settlers, their idleness and want of 
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foresight, which reduced them to great misery ; joined to 
the disappointed avarice of those who had expected an 
immediate return of riches from the first adventure, had 
raised a great prejudice against the undertaking, and it was 
owing to the firmness and constancy of a few individuals 
that if was not at once abandoned. 

The author shews the misrepresentations, and ignorance, 
that had caused the most absurd imputations on: the coun- 
try ; and with much zeal and persuasion urges the publick 
to persevere in the enterprise. The following extract will 
give an idea of his manner. 

' When therfore this noble enterprise, by the rules of 
' Religion is expresly justified ; when the passages by Sea 
4 are all open and discouered ; when the climate is so fruit- 
4 fully tempered ; when the naturall riches of the soile are 
4 *o powerfully confirmed : will any man so much betray his 
4 owne inconsiderate ignorance, and bewray his rashnesse ; 
4 that when the same Sunne shineth, he should not haue the 
4 same eies to beholdeit; when the same hope remaines, he 
4 should not haue the same heart to apprehend it? At the 
'voyage of Sir Thomas Gates, what swarmes of people 
4 desired to be transported ? what alacrity and cheereful- 
4 nesse in the Aduenturers by free wil offerings, to build vp 
4 this new Tabernacle ? Shall we now be deiected ? Shall 
4 we cast down our heads like Bull rushes ? because one 
4 storme at sea hath deferred our ioyes and comforts ! We 
4 are too effeminate in our longings, and too impatient of 
4 delaies. Gods al-disposing prouidence, is not compellable 
4 by mans violence : Let any wisedome giue a solide reason, 
4 why his purpose should be changed, when those grounds 
4 which gaue life to his first purpose, are not changed. It 
'is but a golden slumber, that dreameth of any humane 
4 felicity, which is not sauced with some contingent miserie. 
4 Dolor & voluptas, inuicem cedant, Griefe and pleasure 
4 are the crosse sailes of the worlds euer-turning-windmill. 
' Let no man therefore be ouer wise, to cast beyond the 
4 moone and to multiply needlesse doubts and questionsv 
4 Hannibal by too much wisedome, lost opportunity to haue 
4 sacked Rome Charles the eighth of Fraunce, by tempo- 
4 rising, lost the Kingdome of Naples, and the gouernement 
4 of Florence : Henry the seuenth by too much ouer-wari- 
4 nes, lost the riches of the golden Indies. Occasion is pre- 
vious, but when it is occasion. Some of our neighbours 
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' would ioine in the action, if they might be ioynt inheritors 
' in the Plantation ; which is an euident proofe, that Vir- 

* ginia shall no sooner be quitted by vs, then it will be rein- 
' habited by them. A dishonor of that nature, that will 
' eternally blemish our Nation ; as though we were like the 
' furious Pyrrhus, or impetuous Swissers, who in a brunt 

* can conquer any thing, but with wisedome can maintaine 
' nothing. It is time to wipe away such an imputation of 
'Barbaristne, especially since the consequence is so preg- 
' nant, that without this or the like, the state cannot subsist 
' without some dangerous and imminent mutation. He is 
' ouer blinde that doth not see, what an inundation of people 

* doth ouerflow this little Hand : Shall we vent this deluge* 
' by indirect and vnchristian policies ? shal we imitate the 

* bloody and heathenish counsell of the Romanes, to leaue 
' a Carthage standing, that may exhaust our people by for- 
' raine warre ? or shall we nourish domesticall faction, that 

* as in the dayes of Vitellius and Vespasian, the sonne may 

* imbrew his hands in the blood of the father ? Or shall we 
'follow the barbarous foot steps of the state of China, to 
' imprison our people in a little circle of the earth, and con- 
' sume them by pestilence ? Or shall we like the beast of 
' Babylon, denie to any sort the honourable estate of ma- 
' riage, and allow abhominable stewes, that our people may 
c not ouer increase in multitude? Or shall we take an inhu- 
'mane example from the Muscouite, in a time of famine to 
' put tenne thousand of the poore vnder the yce, as the Mice 
'and Rats of a state politique? If all these be diabolicall 
'and hellish proiects, what other means remaines to vs, but 
' by setling so excellent a Plantation, to disimbarke some 
' millions of people vpon a land that floweth with all manner 
' of plenty ? 

' To wade a little further, who euer saluted the monu- 
ments of antiquity, and doth not finde, that Carthage aspired 
'to be Empresse of the world, by her opportunity of hauens 
' and multitude of shipping? What hindereth the great Ma- 
'humetane Prince, from seizing vpon al the territories of 
< Europe, but onely the want of skilfull marriners ? What 
' created the rich and free states of Holland, but their wing- 
' ed Nany ? It was a fit embleme that painted death stand- 
' ing vpon the shoares of Fraunce, Germany and Spaine, 
'and looking ouer into England: intymating vnto vs, that 
e so long as we are Lords of the narrow seas, death stands 
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* on the other shoares, and onely can looke upon vs : but if 
4 our wooden wals were ruinated, death would soone make a 
'bridge to come ouer, and deuoure our Nation. When 

* therefore our mils of Iron, and excesse of building, haue 
4 already turned our greatest woods into pasture and cham- 
4 pion, within these few years ; neither the scattered For- 
4 rests of England, nor the diminished Groues of Ireland, 
4 will supply the defect of our Nauy. When in Virginia 
4 there is nothing wanting, but onely mens labours, to furnish 
'both Prince, State and merchant, without charge or diffi- 
4 culty. Agaiae, whither shall wee transport our cloth, and 
' how shall we sustaine our Artisans ? Shall we send it into 
4 Turkey ? Some priuate and deceitfull auarice hath dis- 
4 credited our merchandize. Into Spaine T it aboundeth 
4 with sheepe and wooll. Into Poland and Muscouy ? the 
4 daunger doth ouer-ballance the gaine in times of conten- 
4 tion. Into Fraunce and Germany 1 they are for the most 
4 part supplied by their owne peace. When if our Colony 
4 were peopled in Virginia, mutabit vellera merces, we shall 
4 exchange our store of cloth for other merchandize. Let 
4 any man resolue why the Councell of Virginia, doe now 
4 most earnestly continue their aduentures ? why those that 
4 were (eye witnesses) of the former supposed miseries, do 
4 voluntarily returne wilh ioy and comfort ? why those no- 
4 ble and worthy personages, doe offer to make the action 
4 good vpon the hazard of their Hues & fortunes ? And why 
4 Sir Thomas Gates longeth and hasteneth to go thither 
4 again, and the Lord La-ware desireth so earnestly to stay 
' there ? Are not all these things as deere to them as to any 
4 other of the aduenturers ? Haue not their hopes the same 
4 wings ? their feares the same fetters ? their estates the 
1 same rockes ? their hues and soules greater gulfes of perill 
4 and despair ? And yet neither the imbracements of their 
4 wiues, nor indulgence to their babes, nor the neglect of 
4 their domesticke fortunes, nor banishment from their na- 
4 tiue soile, nor any experimented dangers haue broken 
4 their noble resolution.' pp. 59 — 65. 

A horrible event that had occurred was made use of by 
those who wished to injure the Colony, and circulated so 
widely that it has since been considered by many writers 
as a fact. An atrocious wretch murdered b's wife, 
cut her in pieces for concealment, and when the deed was 
discovered, pretended that he had committed the act 
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through fear of starving, and that he had salted the flesh 
in order to eat if. This story was eagerly propagated to 
create disgust and horrour in the publick mind, against an 
emigrating to a country, where the terronr of famine could 
lead to the perpetration of such crimes. The author is 
indignant at this absurd calumny, and after remarking upon 
the contradictory accounts of those who had published it, 
quotes Sir Thomas Gates's relation of the affair, as an am- 
ple refutation. It is as follows : 

' There was one of the companie who mortally hated his 
' wife, and therefore secretly killed her, then cut her in 
'pieces and hid her in diuers parts of his house: when the 
' woman was missing, the man suspected, his house search- 
' ed, and parts of her mangled body were discouered, to 
' excuse himselfe he said lhat his wife died, that hee hid 
' her to satisfie his hunger, and that he fed daily vpon her. 
' Vpon this, his house was again searched, where they 
' found a good quantifie of meale, oatemeale, beanes and 
' pease. Hee thereupon was araigned, confessed the mur- 
' der, and was burned for his horrible villany.' pp. 38, 39. 



Babylon's Fall in Maryland : A fair Warning to Lord 
Baltemore. Or, a Relation of an Assault made by 
divers Papists, and Popish Officers of the Lord Bal- 
temore' s against the Protestants in Maryland ; to whom 
God gave a great Victory against a greater force of 
Sonldiers and, armed Men, who came to destroy them. 
Published by Leonard Strong, Agent for the people 
of Providence in Maryland. Printed for the Author, 
1655. 

A just and cleere Refutation of a false and scandalous 
Pamphlet, Entituled, Babylons fall in Maryland, &c. 
and, A true Discovery of certaine strange and inhu- 
mane proceedings of some ungratefull people in Ma- 
ryland, towards those who formerly preserved them in 
time of their greatest distresse. To which is added 
a Law in Maryland concerning Religion, and a De- 
claration concerning the same. By John Langford 
Gentleman, Servant to the Lord Baltemore. Hee that 
is first in his owne cause seemeth just, but his neigh- 
bour commeth and searcheth him. Prov. 18. 17. Whose 
hatred is covered by deceit, his wickednesse shall be 
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shewed before the whole Congregation. Prov. 26, 27. 
London, Printed for the Author. 1655. 

The event which gave occasion to these two pamphlets 
was one of the most important in the early history of Mary- 
land. Both parties appear to have been in fault. The 
dissenters who removed from the persecution of Sir W. 
Berkely in Virginia, after coming under the government of 
Lord Baltimore, took advantage of the unsettled state of 
things in England, to get rid of a part of the oath which 
bound them to acknowledge Lord Baltimore " absolute 
Lord and Proprietary of the Province." Captain Stone, 
who was the Governour appointed by Lord B. confiding in 
his superiour strength, proceeded to acts of unjustifiable 
violence, and calculating to subdue the refractory by force, 
would listen to no proposals. The superiour courage and 
skill of his opponents completely defeated him ; and hb, 
whole party, with the exception of four or five, were killed, 
wounded, or taken. The other party had only two killed, 
and two more died of their wounds. An extract from the 
beginning of each pamphlet, will shew the state of the 
question. 

'In the yeer 1649. many, both of the congregated 
' Church, and other well-affected people in Virginia, being 
' debarred from the free exercise of Religion, under the 
' Government of Sir William Berkely, removed themselves, 
' Families, and Estates into the Province of Maryland, be- 
' ing thereunto invited by Captain William Stone, then Gov- 
' erhour for Lord Baltamore, with promise of Liberty in 
' Religion, and Priviledges of English Subjects. 

' An Oath to the Lord Baltamore was urged upon this 
' people soon after their coming up, which if they did not 
' takes they must have no Land, nor abiding in the Province. 
• This oath was very scrupulously looked upon : first, In 
'regard it bindes to acknowledge and be subject to a 
' Royal Jurisdiction and absolute Dominion of the Lord 
' Baltamore, and to defend it and him against all power 
' whatsoever. This was thought far too high for him be- 
' ing a Subject, to exact upon such terms as it was exacted 
' and too much unstable to the present liberty which God 
' had given the English Subjects, from Arbitrary and Popish 
' Government ; as tie Lord Baltamore's Government doth 
'plainly appear to be. Secondly, It was exceedingly 
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' scrupled on another account, viz. That they must swear 
'to uphold that Government and those Officers who are 
' sworn to countenance and uphold Antichrist, in plain 
' words expressed in the Officers Oath, the Roman Catholick 
' Religion. And for these people to own such by an Oath, 
'whom in (heir hearts they could by no means close with ; 
' what could it be accounted, but Collusion ?' 

' Yet nevertheless the people that were then come up to 
' Providence, considering Lord Baltamore to be Lord of the 
' soil, and willing to acknowledge him, and pay him his due 
' Rents and Services ; upon that account took an Oath 
' which was much qualified and moderated from its former 
' rigour : but this, though it was accepted by Captain Stone 
'the Lord Baltamore's Lieutenant, yet utterly rejected by 
' his Lordship, who gave order, That the Oath absolutely 
* should be urged ; and gave special instructions and charge 
•to his Lieutenant to proclaim, That all that would not 
' take the Oath within three Months after publication, and 
'pay Rents, and sue out Patents, should be expulsed the 
' Province, and the Land seized to his Lordships use ; 
' who required his Officers to see the contents of the Pro- 
'clamation executed.' pp. 1, 2. 

Thus far Mr. Strong. Mr. Langford's defence of Lord 
Baltimore's party commences as follows : 

' Having lately met with a Pamphlet, entituled, Babylons 
' Fall in Maryland, &c. which layes many false and scanda- 
' lous aspersions upon the Lord Baltemore, his Government, 
'and Officers in Maryland, put forth by one Leonard 
' Strong and attested by William Durand, pretending to be 
' Secretary of that Province, It was thought fit in regard I 
' have beene acquainted with, and imployed by my Lord 
'Baltemore in his affairs relating to that Province, both 
' heere and there, for above twenty years last past, That I 
'should publish this brief Refutation therof, to undeceive 
' such as may be deluded by it. 

' Captaine Stone (who is well known to be a zealous and 
'well affected Protestant) being Governour of Maryland 
' under the Lord Baltemore, did receive and protect in 
'Maryland those people and their families mentioned by 
' Mr. Strong when they were distressed in Virginia, under 
' Sir William Berkley, among whom it is to be noted 
' that Mr. Richard Bennet (afterwards Governour of 
'Virginia) was one, and thereupon a Commission was 
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'granted by Charles Stuart the eldest Son of the late 
*King to Sir William Davenant, constituting him Gov- 
' ernour of the said Province, alieadging therin the 
' reasons to be, because the Lord Baltemore did visibly 
' adhere to the Rebels in England (as he terms them in 

* that Commission) and admitted all kind of Sectaries and 
' Schismaticks, and ill affected persons into that Plantation. 

' These people seated themselves at a place by them 
•called Providence, but by an act of a Generall Assembly 
'there called Anne-Arundell in Mariland, and there was 

* nothing promised by my Lord or Capt. Stone to them, 
4 but what was performed, they were first acquainted by 
6 Capt. Stone, before they came there, with that Oath of 
' Fidelity which was to be taken by those who would have 
'any Land there from his Lordship, and the Oath which 
'was required of them to take before they could have any 
'Patent for Land there, was ratified by an Act of a Gene- 
'rall Assembly of that Province, wherin those very men 
' had their Burgesses, there being an expresse Clause in it, 
♦That it should not bee understood to infringe or prejudice 

* Liberty of Conscience in point of Religion, as will appear 

* by the Oath itselfe, nor had they any regrett to the Oath 
' till they were as much refreshed with their intertainment 
' there, as the Snake in the Fable was with the Country- 

* mans breast, for which some of them are equally thankfull. 

* But it is now, it seems, thought by some of those people 
' too much below them to take an Oath to the Lord Pro- 
'prietary of that Province, though many Protestants of 
' much better quality have taken it, and (which is more 
' then can be hoped for from some of these men) kept it.' 
pp. 3, 4. 

There are added to this defence several documents, a 
letter from Mr. Barber to Cromwell, giving an account of 
the action between the two parties, a letter from Gov- 
ernour Stone's wife to Lord Baltimore, the form of the 
oath to be taken to the Lord Proprietary, an act of the 
assembly of Maryland concerning religion, and a declara- 
tion of the Governour, Council and Burgesses, that they 
enjoyed " all fitting and convenient liberty and freedome in 
the exercise of their religion," dated April 17, 1650, and 
which is signed by the principal persons on both sides, who 
were afterwards engaged in this quarrel. 
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The following extract is the conclusion of Mrs. Stone's 
letter to Lord Baltimore, speaking of the detention of her 
brother and others, who had gone to Ann Arundel, she 
says : — 

' The occasion I conceive of their detainment there is, 
' because they should not goe home, to informe your Honour 
' of the truth of the businesse before they make their owne 
' tale in England, which let them doe their worst, which I 
' doe not question but you will vindicate my Husbands 

* honour which hath ventured Life and Estate to keep your 
' due heere, which by force he hath lost. And they give 
' out words, that they have won the Country by the sword, 
' and by it they will keepe the same, let my Lord Protec- 
'tor send in what Writing he pleaseth. The Gunners mate 
' of Hemans, since his cotnming down from Anne-Arundell 
' to Patuxent, hath boasted that he shot the first man that 
' was shot of our Party. All this I write is very true, 
' which I thought good to informe your Lordship, because 
' they will not suffer my Husband for to write himselfe : I 
' hope your Honour will be pleased for to looke upon my 
' Sonne, and for to wish him for to be of good comfort, and 
'not for to take our afflictions to heart. And nothing else at 

* present, I rest Your Honours most humble Servant, 

' Virlinda Stone.' 
Post-script. 

* I hope your Honour will favour me so much, that if my 
'Sonne wants twenty or thirty pounds you will let him 
' have it, and it shall be payd your Honour againe.' 

' Hemans the Master of the Golden Lion is a very Knave, 
' and that will be made plainly for to appeare to your Lord- 
♦ship, for he hath abused my Husband most grosly.' 
pp. 21, 22. 

When we find religious feuds so often occurring in the 
early history of our country, how must we admire that wise 
and beneficent toleration, under which all the bad passions 
of sects are harmless, and however different their tenets, are 
all protected by the laws, and can only be distinguished for 
their virtues ! 



The history and present state of Virginia in four parts, 
I. The History of the first settlement of Virginia and 
the government thereof to the present time. IL The 
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natural productions and conveniences of the country, 
suited to trade and improvement. III. The native In- 
dians, their religion, laws and ctistoms, in war and 
peace. IV. The present state of the Country, as to the 
polity of the government and the improvement of the 
land. By a native and Inhabitant of the place. Lon- 
don, printed for R. Parker, at the Unicorn, under the 
piazzas of the Royal Exchange, 1705, Svo. pp. 320. 

This work brings the history of Virginia down to the 
year 1T02; it seems to be a fair though not very minute 
account of civil transactions to that period. The author 
seems to have most admired the administration of Sir Wil- 
liam Berkely, who was undoubtedly a warm friend to the 
country ; though he attempted many things that were pre- 
mature, and established none of his projects firmly. Manu- 
factures of silk, flax, and hemp, were among the number 
which originated from the impolitick exactions of the 
merchants in England, who sold their own goods too high, 
and obtained the tobacco of the planters too low ; or in 
other words, as there was but little commerce, there was 
no competition, and these colonists vainly thought to cor- 
rect the evil by making their own linen and silk. The 
author, like many of his countrymen, is not partial to the 
cultivation of tobacco, the principal staple at all times, and, 
in early ones, the only product for exportation in that pro- 
vince. To counteract some oppressive laws that were 
made in England, a remedy was resorted to in 1664 by con- 
sent of Virginia and Maryland, which was to cease planting 
tobacco for one year ; the agreement however was not 
carried into effect, owing to the governour of Maryland 
whose salary would have been effected by it — ' But he took 
1 advantage of this nice punctilio, because of the loss such 
' a diminution would have been to his annual income ; and 
' so all people relaxed again into the disease of planting 
' tobacco.' 

He accuses Lord Colepepper, of being actuated by the 
most sordid motives, and 'on his refusing to return in 
' the year 1 684, Francis Lord Howard of Effingham was 
' sent over Governour. This noble Lord had as great an 
' affection for money as his predecessor, and made it his 
' business to equip himself with as much of it as he could, 
' without respect either to the laws of the plantation, or the 
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dignity of his office. He is better satisfied with Sir Ed- 
mond Andros who succeeded, though he complains of him, 
that he ' brought an innovation into their courts, which wa» 
' a great hardship on the country.' This was his making all 
the statutes of England ' to be the sole rule of his judg- 
' ment.' Sir Edmond was followed by Colonel Nicholson, 
who had been previously governour of Maryland, and who 
had acquired his science in the art of governing during a 
long residence in Morocco. Something may be allowed 
for animosity in a contemporary, but, the following among 
other anecdotes shews what kind of man was entrusted with 
the powers of government. In answer to Mr. Fowler the 
the King's attorney, who objected to one of his orders as 
being illegal, he, ' in a fury took him by the collar, and 
■* swore, that he knew of no laws they had, and that his 
1 commands should be obeyed without hesitation or reserve' 

* On other occasions he has been heard to reply to those, 

* who objected to him the illegality of his proceedings ; 
' That they had no right at all to the liberty of English 
' subjects, and that he would hang up those who should 
' presume to oppose him, with Magna Charta about their 
' necks.' In a quarrel with the government of the College, 
' he vouchsafed to tell them, that they were dogs, and their 
' wives were bitches : that he knew how to govern the 
1 Moors, and would beat them into better manners.' The 
author accuses him of having told one of the assemblies, 

* that he knew how to govern the country without assem- 
' blies, and if they should deny him any thing, after he had 
' obtained a standing army, he would bring them to reason 
'with halters about their necks.' The same notions 
though in different language from people in later times, 
who had never even been in Morocco, produced the 4th 
of July, 1776. 

The first child born in the Colony, was on the 18th of 
August, 1587. It was a girl whose father's name was Dare, 
rather an ominous one, she was christened Virginia after 
the country. 

The author relates the principal facts in the life of the 
celebrated Pocahontas, whose story is the most interesting 
episode in the history of Virginia. Her father, Powhatan, 
and the Sachem who succeeded him, Oppechancano, held 
the same rank in their contests with the Virginians, that the 
famous sachem Philip did with the people of Massachusetts. 
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These three distinguished chiefs appear to have had more 
profound views, than any others in North-America ; and to 
have contended with the greatest skill and courage against 
numbers and events by which they were confounded, and a 
destiny, that it was probably impossible to have averted. 

In a paragraph in the 2d part, when speaking of ecclesi- 
astical affairs, after remarking that the Church of England 
Was established by law, he says, — ' They have no more 
' than five conventicles among them, namely, three small 
meetings of Quakers, and two of Presbyterians. 'Tis 
observed, that those counties where the Presbyterian meet- 
ings are, produce very mean tobacco ; and for that reason 
Cant get an orthodox minister to stay among them ; but, 
Whenever they could, the people went very orderly to 
church. As for the Quakers, 'tis observed that by letting 
them alone they decrease daily ;— The maintenance of a 
minister was appointed by law to be 16000 pounds of tobac- 
co annually. The fee for a funeral sermon was 400 pounds 
of tobacco ; for a marriage license 200, &c. &c. 

His account of the natural productions of the country, 
does not profess to be that of a naturalist, but is however 
that of an accurate observer. He mentions different suc- 
cessful attempts at making wine from the natural grapes of 
the country, which were afterwards abandoned. His ac- 
count of the Indians is fair and without exaggeration of their 
good and bad qualities. The volume has 14 plates descrip- 
tive of the dress and customs of the Indians, which are 
very well executed. 



to the editor. 
Sir, 

Travelling the last autumn in the District of Maine, I 
was one day induced to stop, by seeing a large concourse 
of people very busily engaged in digging, in a barren spot, 
in the town of Dresden. With great difficulty I learnt the 
object of pursuit. One of the party had dreamed three 
nights successively, that gold was concealed at this spot. 
As a large portion of every community have ever believed 
this kind of evidence indubitable, there was no difficulty 
experienced in forming a company, to search for and share 
the hidden treasure. They had toiled several days to no 
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